
   

 
UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 13.10.2020 
 
  
President of the European Council Michel,  
President of the Council of the EU Merkel, 
 
Cc: European Commission President Von der Leyen 
European Parliament President Sassoli 
 
Re: EU 2030 Green House Gas emissions target/ EU Nationally Determined Contribution  
  
The European Union is respected globally for its leadership on climate action. Continued 
leadership by the EU is essential in order to achieve our shared ambition to limit the increase 
in global average temperature to 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels, in line with the Paris 
Agreement, as we know that this will require rapid and far-reaching transformations.  
  
As city leaders, we understand the challenge. We’re developing and implementing ambitious 
climate action plans through local renewable energy schemes, tackling transport emissions, 
setting rules to address air quality and health impacts, making the energy transition work, 
providing guidance for building performance and regulations on industrial emissions and 
ensuring the construction of more just and inclusive societies in our cities. 
  
Even before the outbreak of COVID-19, our cities were adopting these new practices. Cities 
continue to be on the frontlines of the crisis, and as Mayors, we are responsible for the health 
and wellbeing of our residents, both today and in the long term. We have a duty to make sure 
the recovery from COVID-19 builds on and accelerates Europe’s Green Deal ambitions. 
Investment in transforming European cities will be key to the success of the green and just 
transition.  
  
We recognize the need to scale up ambition to anchor Europe in a climate-neutral trajectory 
that will create a future in which all people benefit from a healthy, resilient and safe 
environment. It’s time for a revision of the EU 2030 energy and climate targets to at least 55% 
by 2030 compared with 1990 levels, legally binding at member-state level.  
 
Such a target, as proposed by President von der Leyen in her State of the EU address on 16 
September is ‘ambitious, achievable, and beneficial for Europe’. It is a natural milestone on 
the road to a climate neutral continent by 2050, as agreed by the Council last year, and it is 
central to Europe’s Green Deal.    
  
Our cities can be a critical part of this transition, but we cannot act alone, and that’s why we 
ask you to use EU funding and recovery policies to support leading cities aiming to do their 
part of this goal with an even higher reduction target of 65%. We will not be able to unlock 
the full potential of Europe’s cities without an ambitious EU policy framework in place. 
  



   
 
As cities, we call for:   
  

• significant investments in public transport, green infrastructure and building 
renovations to enable the transition in cities. The EU’s recovery plan must be designed 
to deliver the highest political ambitions for emissions reductions; 

 

• EU funding and financing to be channelled to where it is the most needed – Europe’s 
cities – to boost the transformational power of urban areas for a green and just 
recovery; 

 

• recovery funding for fossil-fuel intensive sectors to be conditional to clear 
decarbonisation commitments.   

 
In the coming months, the EU will, once again, have the chance to show its climate leadership, 
demonstrate that it keeps its promises, and shoulders its responsibility in the fight against 
climate change – when it increases its EU 2030 emission reduction targets and puts forward 
its updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) in good time for COP26. 
  
By setting an ambitious revision of the EU 2030 emission reduction targets, to at least 55% 
by 2030, legally-binding at member-state level, and supporting the most ambitious cities to 
achieve 65% reductions, you will be sending a clear signal that Europe means business on 
green recovery and supports strong climate action ahead of COP26.   
  
We will support you in these endeavours and ask for your support in ours.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Signature of Mayors 
 
  


